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Fiscal woes
prompt Tri-County
to lay off
employees
By Lee Jones

Ljones@civitasmedia.com

have admired his conservative principles and
fiscal restraint with our
tax dollars. I also appreciate Adams’ efforts to
protect unborn children,
families, and small businesses,” Vitale said in a
press release.
The
Republican
who wins the
May
primary
will
challenge
Constitution
Party candidate
Dave Easton in
November’s general election.
The
85th
District
covers Champaign
County, as well
as parts of Logan and
Shelby counties.

Tri-County Community
Action board members were
informed last month about
the extent of the organization’s financial woes.
It was dire.
New board chairman Al
Evans of Urbana said that
payroll checks were not
being honored because of
insufficient funds. It turned
out that the administration
was not turning in the adequate documentation to the
state for reimbursement of
expenses, so funds were not
being received.
Evans said it came to light
that Tri-County is lacking
reimbursements from as far
back as October of 2013.
“We have no money to pay
the employees,” Evans said
Tuesday. “That money has
not come … because there
were some items not provided with the requests that
were submitted.”
At the board’s regular
meeting last month, Evans
said, the new fiscal officer
“laid it all out for us” and
pointed out the red flags.
Evans said $38,000 needed
to be put into the organization’s account by Tuesday
morning to cover the payroll.
“We were led to believe
that things were improving
and the financial situation
was getting better,” Evans
said of the previous administration’s reports to the board.
“The information we were
getting was not as accurate
as it should be.”
That was not an option,
Evans said, so the board had
to take drastic measures.
Director Denise Birt was
placed on unpaid administrative leave, and Evans was
tapped to replace the chairman of the board “to demonstrate to the state that we are
trying to reorganize and do a
better job.”
Not only does the cash
shortfall affect staffing, but
that will cause a ripple effect
that shakes up some of the
services provided. Evans
said that Meals on Wheels
has been halted because,
without money to buy food
and employees to cook it or
deliver it, it is unfeasible to
attempt.
“We just didn’t feel right
having people come to work
knowing we wouldn’t be
able to pay them,” Evans
said. The board, along with
Interim Director Rebecca
Tumblin, is working to
partner with other organizations to provide services
that would normally come
through a financially-solvent
Tri-County.
Not all its services will be
halted. Different programs
are funded by different
grants, and the application
errors causing the current
issue do not pertain to all
of Tri-County’s funding
sources. The weatherization
program will continue, along
with the Logan County
transportation program, for
that reason.
Utility payments are
becoming an issue, but
Evans said Tri-County owns
all its buildings.
“I don’t anticipate locking
the doors,” he said.
An adviser will visit the
Bellefontaine headquarters
on March 31 to look over the
past reimbursement statements and try to remedy the
backlog of funds that have
not been paid out. Evans
expects to see $68,000 come
to Tri-County if those issues
are resolved.
“When you look at our balance sheet, that doesn’t even
put a dent in it,” Evans said.
“But it will give us some
money to operate on.”
Then, more decisions will
need to be made: whether to
ramp up operations to original levels or instead use that
money to pay delayed bills.
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Addiction started
innocently for high
school senior
By Jason Hawk

jhawk@civitasmedia.com

WELLINGTON, Ohio —
The demon called heroin
nearly destroyed April’s life.
But with the help of
her sponsor and after two
relapses, this month she celebrated a year clean.
“It’s not easy but it’s
beyond worth it. I don’t
have to wake up sick anymore,” she said.
“These are happy tears,”
the 19-year-old said, choking
back a sob. “It’s wonderful.
I wouldn’t trade it for the
world because I don’t have
to be alone. I don’t have to
be alone anymore.”
April is a senior at
Wellington High School.
Even though she knows
many people will recognize
her photo, April asked that
her last name not be used.
Because addiction is such
a sensitive subject, yet one
that has incredibly deadly
consequences, we agreed.
April said she knows taking heroin could have killed
her. It kills an average of five
people in Ohio every day
and one American every 19
minutes.
But no one is thinking
about statistics when they
start taking drugs.
April was just 16 when
she was prescribed a single
pain pill for recovery from
a medical procedure. Soon
she had a craving for more
and found a friend at school
who would give her heroin.
That first time she took
the drug, April said she
knew it was wrong. Yet, she
couldn’t stop obsessing over
having it again.
Soon she was using everyday.
The habit was easy for
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April, a 19-year-old from Wellington, Ohio, shares a hug with her sponsor, Diana von Bauer, following a year of sobriety.

her. Because she was friends
with a dealer, she could get
her fix for free.
When that friend wasn’t
around, though, April said
she’d “freak out” without her
heroin. She couldn’t even go
to family functions without
using or without the promise of getting high.
“If I didn’t have it, I was
really mean. I’d throw up.
I’d go into withdrawal,” she
said. Admittedly, she did her
best to make life for everyone around her a living hell.
“I knew I had to give it up
when I saw what it did to
my family,” she said.
Saying she’d go sober
was one thing. Doing it was
another.
After her first stay in
rehab, April bought marijuana almost immediately. She
quickly relapsed to heroin.
Three times she sought
help.
The third time, it stuck.
Still, there were long, difficult months fighting the
urge to seek out heroin
again, April said.
Today she is talking about
her addiction even though
there is a strong stigma
against those who are
afflicted.
More than two-thirds of
American families have been
touched by addiction, yet
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his is the conclusion of a
three-part series by Civitas
Media on the growing problems of heroin addiction.
Utilizing the resources of
around 100 Civitas newspapers in 12 states, the series

there’s still little understanding that it’s a clinical condition, a disease of the brain.
It’s a prejudice that Joel
Reichlin of Lorain County
Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Services encounters all too
often.
He said treatment options
are desperately needed. The
problem is that government
funding in the so-called War
on Drugs is moving away
from treatment and more to
enforcement.
“There has to be a place
where people can go who
are addicts,” he said.
Prevention also needs to
be more of a priority.
All too often the public
tends to only react when
they see the devastation
caused by drugs, Reichlin
said, when more should be
done to convince young people how dangerous heroin,
marijuana, and alcohol are
long before they consider
experimenting.
The younger a child is
when they first use drugs,
the more likely they are to
become addicted, he said.
That means getting the
message out as early as possible is crucial.
Jason Hawk can be reached at
440-988-2801 or on Twitter at @
EditorHawk.

brings you into the battles
being fought by addicts, their
family members, law enforcement and health officials.

Day 2: “Shattered Lives:”
Those whose lives have been
stung by addiction; those who
deal the drug.

Day 1: Faces of Heroin: A
demon knocks on the doors of
America.

TODAY: Success Stories:
Treating, beating the
epidemic.
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Stan Jackson counselor with the Salvation
Army talks about his recovery from being
addicted to heroin and his life before recovery.

‘I was afraid to look at me’
By Jennifer Learn-Andes
jandes@civitasmedia.com

WILKES-BARRE, Pa — After 25
stays in rehab, Stanley Jackson knew
what he had to do to get off heroin
and other drugs.
Mustering up the courage and will
to apply that knowledge was his hurdle. He would have to face his shortcomings and trauma from growing up
an only child of addicted parents.
“I was afraid to look at me,” said
the Wilkes-Barre resident. “It’s hard
to stop when you’re in pain because
you don’t want to feel.”
He started using heroin when he
was 14 in his childhood neighborhood
of Harlem. The streets became his
teacher.
As his addiction progressed,
Jackson slept in abandoned buildings,
ate from garbage cans and wore the
same clothes until they reeked.
He stole to get money for heroin
and other drugs, and people robbed
him. He has been shot at and stabbed,
spent time in prison and attempted
suicide. His relationships with his
See JACKSON | 5

Rep. Adams endorses Vitale
A rare move for
a state representative
By Lee Jones

Ljones@civitasmedia.com

Ohio
85th
House
District Rep. John Adams
broke with conventional
wisdom and, for the first
time in his public career,
issued an endorsement
for a candidate for state
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office.
Adams endorsed a candidate running for a seat
he is vacating
due to term limits: Nino Vitale
of Urbana.
V i t a l e ,
along
with
Sidney’s Robert
Luckey
and
B ellefont aine’s
D
o
u
g Adams
Chamberlain, are
campaigning to
be the Republican candidate to replace Adams.
There is no precedent
for endorsements of this
kind, Adams told the

Urbana Daily Citizen on
Monday, but he said he
was asked by the Vitale
campaign to consider endorsing
him.
Adams said he
evaluated all the
candidates
and
decided to endorse
Vitale.
“I looked at the
candidates
and
evaluated
their
strengths
and
weaknesses,” Adams said.
“I decided to endorse
Nino Vitale.”
He said “those that
can walk away from the

job (of representative)
because they have another job can make the most
independent
choices
when it comes to representing their district.”
Vitale
works
at
Urbana’s Johnson Welded
Products, and Adams
said the dependability of
a private-sector
job can enable
a representative
to do his public
duty
“without
being
coerced
by the Columbus
machine.”
Adams
said
he
has
only
endorsed
one Vitale
other public candidate, a locallevel judge two or three
election cycles ago.
“I am deeply honored
to have the endorsement
of Rep. John Adams. I

